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The Gift of Beatrice

It is with great sadness that we
report the tragic and unexpected
death of Beatrice Garubanda, foun-
der of Hope Multipurpose Incorpo-
rated and The Blue House. While
preparing for her tutoring program

~on September 19, Beairice suffered a

cardiac arrest. After services on Sep-
tember 24 at Saint Matthew’s Epis-
copal Church, Beatrice was buried in
Uganda on October 1. Her husband,
James, and four children, Esther,
Josh, Lydia and Ampa, survive Bea-
trice.

Beatrice was born on Christmas Eve,
1955, and was raised in Kazo,

Mbarara District, Uganda. The first
in her family of 14 to complete high
school, she went on to NTC-
Kyambogo to obtain her Diploma in
Teacher Education. After teaching
secondary school in Kenya and

“Uganda, Beatrice married James and

they started their family.

Beatrice, with her three young chil-
dren, came to the United States in
1987 to join James, then a student at
the University of Minnesota. In ad-
dition to being a wife and mother,
Beatrice managed to continue her
own education, earning an MA in
Theology from Luther Seminary and

an MA in Education from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota.

After returning from a visit to
Uganda in 2001, where she wit-
nessed the increasing number of chil-

dren who were orphaned and home-

less in rural Kazo, Beatrice ex-
pressed her concern to a number of
friends. She was troubled that the
children were missing their child-
hood, and very worried that they
were not able to attend school. These
discussions produced Hope Multipur-
pose Incorporated, a 501 (c) (3) non-
profit organization with plans for a
dormitory, clinic and community cen-
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“Be the change you want to see in the world.”

M. Gandhi
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story continues on other side

Join Us on December 3 for the African Dinner
& Winter Gifts Bazaar

Two TERRIFIC events to
benefit the Blue House will
be held on Saturday, De-
cember 3 at Saint Mat-
thew’s Episcopal Church,
2136 Carter Avenue, Saint
Paul. You and yours are
invited to both the Winter
Gifts Bazaar and the Afri-
can Dinner.

HMI’s Winter Gifts Ba-
zaar will be open from
10AM to 3PM and, for din-
ner guests, from 5:30 to
6:30PM. Hope Crafters, a
small group who use their
time and talent to raise
money for the Blue House,
have created beautiful and
useful handmade items to
sell. Their creations in-
clude knitted scarves,

shawls, purses and dish-
cloths quilted jackets, jew-
elry, table linens, plants,
cloth handbags, aprons,
baskets, greeting cards,
hats and gioves, and delec-
table pancake and dessert
mixes in decorated jars.
All will make wonderful
and unique gifts for family
and friends.....if you can
bear to give them away!

HMTI’s Second African
Dinner will feature Kazo
Chicken Curry and, for
dessert, Rosa Uy’s Special
Fried Bananas. While the
food will be delicious, the
evening's top note will be
remarks by Kenneth
Omoding. Kenneth, now a
young student at Metro

University in Saint Paul,
was born in Uganda and
lost his parents to AIDS.
He tells a most interesting
story, sharing the many
ways his life has changed
over the years. You will
develop a greater under-
standing of the barren
childhoods of multitudes of
African and other children
orphaned and impover-
ished by this disease.

Tickets ($15) are available
by calling 651-649-1154 or
651-429-3798, and a lim-
ited number may be avail-
able at the door. All pro-
ceeds from these events
will go directly to The Blue
House to support the or-
phans. *







